
 

 

 

 

Achilles: How is a Legend Made? 
Αχιλλεας - πως γεννιεται ενας μυθος? 

A story of life, love and loss. 
 

in English & Greek 
 

Director : Raffaele Furno 

Cast : Theodora Voutsa and Sandra Paternostro    

Multimedia: Mauro Sandomenico & Soledad Agresti 

Production: Independent English Theatre 
 

 

Following the success with Harold Pinter’s Betrayal and David Hare’s Skylight Independent English 
Theatre presents the world premiere of Achilles – How is a Legend Made? on Monday 1st July, 
Wednesday 3rd July and Friday 5th July in English and Greek, at the Roma Fringe Festival- Villa 
Mercede, via Tiburtina 113 (zona San Lorenzo) 

Achilles – How is a Legend Made? is an English and Greek language theatrical reading / mise-en-
space is a compelling adaptation of the great myth. It brings together some of literature’s finest 
international authors from Homer to Kavafis to recount Achilles’ epic tale of life, love and loss.  

This production combines many old traditions in oral story telling such as song, chant, music, epic 
poetry, rizitika, traditional Greek lamentations, as well as integrating languages, cultures and 
emotions whilst exploring different artists’ views of the same story. 

 
Achilles How is a Legend Made?  is comprised of a group of experienced and talented international 
artists. Italian director Raffaele Furno, whose shows have been performed in the US, Senegal, 
Morocco, Macedonia, Germany, and many other places. Furno is also a published scholar with an 
expertise on performance theory and Italian experimental theatre. The renowned Greek actress 
Theodora Voutsa  who has been working with National Theatre of Modern Greece, appeared in 
Epidaurus and many of the ancient Greek theatres. Theodora also leads a successful career in 
television and films and is the daughter of Greece’s most important and loved theatre actors Costas 
Voutsa.  Sandra Paternostro,  an accomplished multi-lingual actress who most recently worked with 
Ridley Scott and can be seen in Julian Fellowes’ cinematic adaptation of Romeo and Juliet directed 
by Carlo Carlei. Sandra is the daughter of well- known and respected journalist Sandro Paternostro. 
 
 
Tickets and other important info 

Roma Fringe Festival - Villa Mercede, (Palco A) 
Via Tiburtina 113 (zona San Lorenzo)  
Monday 1st July @ 23.30  
Wednesday 3rd July @ 22.00  
Friday 5th July @ 20.30 
 
Tickets are E5.  
Reserve by emailing  tickets@independentenglishtheatre.com   
or sending  a text to 349 6703331 

                                                                                                               

IET- Independent English Theatre, 

with the patronage of the British Embassy in Rome and the Greek Embassy in Rome  
presents 

Pupi Avati 

mailto:tickets@independentenglishtheatre.com?subject=tickets%20for%20%22Achilles%20How%20is%20a%20legend%20Made%3F%22


 
 

The Production and the Cast: 
 
The Independent English Theatre is an innovative, professional, English-speaking theatre company 
founded in Rome in 2008 by the artistic director, Sandra Paternostro.  IET is committed to producing 
high quality theatre, and offering audiences plays in their original language. The company’s first 
show was a highly acclaimed, sold-out production of Harold Pinter’s Betrayal. Their next production 
was a world premiere called GLBT The Show which in a collaboration with Amnesty International 
was to raise awareness of gay rights. Their most recent production was Skylight which boasted the 
patronage of the British Embassy in Rome and the Assessorati alle Politiche Culturale e Centro 
Storico and L’Accademia Silvio D’Amico. IET has the honour of receiving the patronage of Pupi 
Avati, one of Italy’s most beloved and prolific directors, cinematic producers, and screenwriters. 
Achilles How is a Legend Made? is newest project and are honoured to have the Greek Embassy in 
Rome as a patron. 

Raffaele Furno is an exciting Italian director who holds a PhD in Performance Studies 
from Northwestern University. He is the Professor of Performance Theory and Theater History 
at Arcadia University. He has published several articles on Italian theater and a book titled “Intra-
cultural Theater: Performing the Life of Black Migrants to Italy.” He is also founder and director of 
the company Imprevisti e Probabilità, and artistic director of the arts festival Deviazioni Recitative in 
Formia. His work includes: “Progetto O-felia” from Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” and “Metamorfosi”, plus 
the original comedy “La Gamba di Sarah Bernhardt” written by Soledad Agresti, winner in 2010 of 
the best new woman’s dramaturgy. As an actor he has worked extensively, performing in as many 
countries as Italy, the United States, Japan, Switzerland, Germany, and Senegal. Raffaele directed 
and co-wrote IET's production of "GLBT THE SHOW". 
 
Sandra Paternostro is a multi-lingual actress, who trained at London Academy of Music and 
Dramatic Art, and then at l’Accademia d’Arte Drammatica Silvio d’Amico (where she is currently 
the Professor of Acting in English). She has performed numerous plays both in Italy and the UK and 
was part of the original team for Harold Pinter’s adaptation of Proust’s Remembrance of Things Past 
for Royal National Theatre. Sandra can be seen in Julian Fellowes’ cinema adaptation of Romeo and 
Juliette directed by Carlo Carlei. Most recently in Italy, she was in La Banda Degli Onesti and Shear 
Madness at the Teatro dell’Angelo and she played the lead in IET’s production of Harold Pinter's 
Betrayal and their production of David Hare’s Skylight.  
 
Theodora Voutsa is a graduate of the French Lycee in Athens, Greece. She then studied acting and 
production at Hofstra University NY.  She has worked as an actress and production manager in 
numerous productions at Off Broadway theatres in New York for six years.  She returned to Athens 
where she continued her acting career.  She starred in six television series.  Participated in numerous 
films including The Free Diver directed by Alki David with Adam Baldwin, Camilla Rutherford and 
Judd Nelson.  In theatre, she has acted in plays by Moliere, Feydeau, Shakespeare, Wilde, Coward, 
Bellei and in many contemporary Greek comedies.  She had the honour to play in Epidaurus, Irodion, 
and most of the Ancient Theatres in Greece with the company of the National Theatre of Northern 
Greece.  She formed her own production company and produced theatre plays, short movies and an 
internet series.  She had her own radio show for three years. 

 
Contacts 

For interviews & images Press Office:   
info@independentenglishtheatre.com 

For tickets:   
39 349_6703331 tickets@independentenglishtheatre.com  

 
 

www.independentenglishtheatre.com 
 


